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I. INTRODUCTION
Religious problems in the global era
frequently lead to sensitive issues in Indonesia.
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ABSTRACT
This study discusses the phenomenon of religious conversion from Hindus to Christians
taking place at Pakuseba, Taro Village, Tegallalang District, Gianyar Regency. This phenomenon
is interesting enough to be analyzed as its takes place in every part of Indonesia. In addition,
religious conversion is also an issue which is sensitive enough to conflicts. Apart from being
sensitive, religious conversion is also contextual and is covered with various related disciplines.
The complexity of the matters pertaining to religious conversion shows that this phenomenon is
relevant to be analyzed from the perspective of cultural studies; that is, from critical cultural
studies formulated in the format of cultural studies which aims at establishing justice,
togetherness, and eliminating domination. The problems in the present study are classified into
three; they are (1) how the religious conversion took place at Pakuseba; (2) what factors
contributing to the religious conversion taking place at Pakuseba; and (3) what were the impact
and meaning of the religious conversion taking place at Pakuseba? The results of analysis showed
that (1) the religious conversion from Hindus to Christians taking place at Pakuseba started
from the discourse which influenced the perspective converts, then they were dominated and
finally they were ritually baptized. (2) There were three factors causing religious conversion
from Hindus to Christians to take place at Pakuseba; they are (a) missionaries, (b) I Jelih, (3)
economic assistance in the forms of nine primary needs, and education through orphanage. (3)
The impacts of religious conversion on the Pakuseba community were (a) the local people were
socially polarized into two different religious communities; such a difference led to conflicts
which then came to an end with togetherness under the umbrella of Lembaga Musyawarah
Banjar Pakuseba. In the family level, how to divide inheritance was a problem. (b) Psychologically,
the two religious communities worried; as a result, the Christian community intensified their
religious services and the Hindu community increased their ritual ceremonies ‘panca yadnya’,
which then led to a ritual ceremony which was performed for environment; it was performed on
the Day of Environment. (c) The spiritual impact was that the local people became encouraged
to go to school. Apart from the meaning of tolerance, the religious conversion taking place at
Pakuseba also had religious and spiritual meanings. This was indicated by the increase in spiritual
enthusiasm.
Keywords: Religious Conversion, Critical Study
The issues such as truth of claim, religious
exclusive practices and religious conversion are
the sensitive ones which frequently take place
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II. RESEARCH METHOD
This study is a qualitative one with a
post positivistic paradigm. A qualitative study
is characterized by the fact that the data and
facts of the study are directly and indirectly
observable. The truth of the present qualitative
study with the post positivistic paradigm was
obtained based on the essence of the religious
conversion from Hindus to Christians taking
place at Pakuseba.
This study discusses the issue of
religious conversion from Hindus to Christians
taking placed at Pakuseba, Taro Village,
Tegallalang District, Gianyar Regency. There
were three basic reasons why the present study
was conducted here. One of the reasons was
philosophical, meaning that the phenomenon
of religious conversion from Hindus to
Christians taking place at Pakuseba was
believed to have philosophical meaning. The
next reason was a reality, meaning that religious
conversion from Hindus to Christians really
took place at Pakuseba. The last reason, which
was technical, was that it was highly possible
to conduct this study for technical things; the
location was covered, and the data needed were
still available.
The data used in this study were
qualitative data, and the data sources were
divided into three; the informants whom were
interviewed, the data sources as the object
which were observable, and the data source in
the form documents which were meaningful.
Therefore, all the data in this study were
collected using three techniques of collecting
data; they are: interview, observation and
documentation study. The data were analyzed
qualitatively and descriptively using the
approach of life history, meaning that the
subjective evaluation made by individuals and
what they stated when they converted from
Hindus to Christians were described. Then this
description was interpreted, abstracted and
concluded.
in the big cities as well as in isolated regions of
Indonesia.
This writing discusses the issue of
religious conversion taking place in an isolated
village in Bali, that is, at Pakuseba, Taro
Village, Tegallalang District, Gianyar Regency.
The sensitivity of the issue of religious
conversion has made this issue interesting and
important to be explored and analyzed in order
to understand the phenomenon of conversion
so that the impact of the sensitivity of the
phenomenon of conversion which may lead to
the racial, ethnical  and religious issues
popularly referred to as ‘sara’ can be avoided.
The complete analysis and research in the
sensitive issue of religious conversion may be
used as a reference to maintaining harmony and
stability of the country.
In addition to being sensitive, the issue
of religious conversion is also controversial,
meaning that it is not only related to religious
matters but also to politics/regulations,
religious texts, and even to educational
practices. The contextuality of the issue of
religious conversion at Pakuseba indicates that
it is relevant to multidisciplinary approach
which aims at revealing the network of the
culturally dominated people (being converted
from a follower of a religion to a follower of
another religion). With its critical characteristic,
cultural studies always reveal and empower the
dominated voices, and loosen the dominating
voices to eliminate domination and to establish
togetherness and justice.
Therefore, the issue of religious
conversion from Hindus to Christians taking
place at Pakuseba was relevant to be explored
and analyzed using the perspective of cultural
studies. The problems in the present study are
classified into three; they are (1) how the
religious conversion took place at Pakuseba;
(2) what factors contributing to the religious
conversion taking place at Pakuseba; and (3)
what were the impact and meaning of the
religious conversion taking place at Pakuseba?
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The data validity was proved by
triangulating the data sources, meaning that the
data were collected from different sources. The
techniques of collecting data were also
triangulated, meaning that the same data were
obtained using different techniques. The
collected data were then discussed in a Focused
Group Discussion. Then the data were
discussed using three critical theories; they are
(1) the theory of discourse of power and
knowledge, (2) the theory of hegemony, and
(3) the theory of deconstruction. The discourse
of power and knowledge was defined as a
communication of ideas, insights and activities
which were communicated in order to affect
others. It was expected that the discursive
theory of communication which was full of
power, the knowledge received by the converts
that had encouraged them to convert from
Hindus to Christians could be fully revealed.
Hegemony is defined as a moral and
intellectual leadership applied by a dominating
group to a dominated group without coercion.
The discourse which encouraged a group of
people at Pakuseba to join a ritual of baptism
was a consequence of the hegemony the
Christian leaders had over the converts at
Pakuseba. The problem was why the group of
converts consciously gave approval to the
Christians? The theory of hegemony was used
to answer this question. In other words, this
theory was used to reveal the conscious
approval given by the converts to Christianity
which then led them to getting involved in the
ritual of baptism.
Deconstruction is defined as a method
of reading a contextual text. This theory
considers that every text is contextual. The
phenomenon of religious conversion did not
have anything to do with the influence of
Christianity on the Hindu followers at
Pakuseba, but had possibly something to do
with other factors such as economic, political,
cultural and educational factors. It is the study
of the cultural phenomenon developing among
various disciplines which is covered by cultural
studies. In this present study, the theory of
deconstruction was used to find out the
meanings and textual values of the religious
conversion used as the object of the study.
III. RESULT
This study found that the discourse of
the promised heaven and the discourse that
Jesus had the power to forgive the sinners had
been responsible for the religious conversion
taking place at Pakuseba. In addition, other
discourses were also found; they are the
discourse of giving assistance of humanity, the
discourse of giving the nine primary needs, and
the discourse of assistance in the form of health
development which was realized by the visit
made by the general practitioner and giving
medicine to the sick people, and the discourse
of assistance in the form of education had also
been responsible for the religious conversion
taking place at Pakuseba. Marriages could also
lead to religious conversion.
The discourses developing at Pakuseba
were communicated through the roles played
by the actors which were systematically and
neatly managed. JLH and friends gave
assistance to all the local people who needed
it. In addition, they also accommodated the
drop-outs coming from Taro Village and the
surrounding villages. Then they were sent to
Yayasan Kemah Injil (YASKI) located in
Klungkung Regency. Here they were
accommodated and taught to live under the
Church’s tradition. They were spiritually
fostered to understand the Bible twice a day, in
the morning and in the afternoon.
The impacts and implications of the
religious conversion taking place at Pakuseba
were social, psychological, and spiritual in
nature. The positive social impact was seen
from the fact that the Hindus at Pakuseba, in
particular, were encouraged to go to school. The
negative social impact was seen from the fact
that the people living at Pakuseba became
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polarized into two religious groups. In addition,
a change in life order was also seen in the two
different religious communities under LMB.
The positive psychological implication was
reflected from their way of thinking; the
pluralistic way of thinking changed into the
critical one which then changed into the
pluralistic way of thinking again. The negative
psychological implication was seen from the
fact that the Hindus worried about the influence
of Christianity, and the Christians worried about
being intimidated by a number of Hindus in
the name of the community. The positive
implication was reflected by the fact that there
was an increase in regard to how often they
performed ritual ceremonies. And spiritual
confusion indicated the negative spiritual
implication.
IV. DISCUSSION
The results of the study were discussed
using three critical theories; they are the theory
of discourse, the theory of hegemony, and the
theory of deconstruction. Each is discussed as
follows.
The discourse of the ‘promised heaven’
and the discourse of the ‘power of Jesus’; this
discourse was in the form of knowledge of
reaching the heaven through the power of Jesus.
Two discourses influenced and even dominated
JLH so that he converted from a Hindu to a
Christian. As texts, the ‘promised heaven’ and
the ‘power God Jesus had’ meant an
expectation to reach the Heaven. As far as the
context of religious conversation was
concerned, the ‘promised heaven’ and the
‘power God Jesus had’ were strategically
meaningful.
The discourse of the elimination of
illiteracy ‘Pemberantasan Buta Huruf (PBH)’,
and the discourse of the assistance of humanity
were realized through the activity of eliminating
illiteracy and the activity of distributing
assistance of humanity. These two activities
could influence those who were involved in the
activity of eliminating illiteracy and those who
received the assistance of humanity. However,
these activities did not dominate the receivers.
As texts, PBH and the assistance of humanity
meant development of mind and welfare, and
could make the local people interested in the
activity of spreading Christianity.
The discourse of self defense; this
discourse was in the form of self defense
training. The existence of the self defense
trainers could influence the security of the
Pakuseba community, although it failed to lead
to hegemony. As a text, the establishment of
self defense meant health; however, as far as
the religious conversion was concerned, the
establishment of self defense meant symbolic
coercion.
The discourse of health assistance; at
Pakuseba this took place in the form of the visit
made by the general practitioner. He visited and
gave medicine to the sick people. This
discourse was in the form of several activities.
If closely observed, it was found that, apart from
having a social mission in the form of health
development, these activities also had the
mission of spreading Christianity. This
discourse was effective enough to attract the
Pakuseba community at that time. As a text,
the discourse of health assistance in the forms
of the visit made by the general practitioner and
the discourse of giving medicine meant health
development. As far as the context of religious
conversion was concerned, the visits made by
the general practitioner and the distribution of
medicine to the sick people meant attracting
the poor people’s attention and sympathy.
The Hindus at Pakuseba gave their
responses to the discourses described above in
the forms of (1) the discourse of ngingetan duen
desa (identifying what was owned by the
village), (2) the discourse of establishing a
banjar solas (the smallest traditional
neighborhood) with eleven members, (3) the
discourse of village-owned land, (4) the
discourse of Christian cemetery and (5) the
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establishment of Lembaga Musyawarah Banjar
(LMB) of Pakuseba. Each discourse above can
be explained as follows.
The discourse of ‘Ngingetin duen desa’
and the discourse of ‘banjar solas’ was realized
by cutting down the Leci trees growing in the
yard of the holy places around the traditional
village of Pakuseba and by welcoming the
eleven Christian families living at Pakuseba.
This policy affected the Christians at Pakuseba.
The impact of the ‘peteduhan ngingetin duen
desa’ (identifying what is owned by the
traditional village) made the Christians to
relocate the place where they usually performed
their religious services, and the discourse of
banjar solas was reflected by the fact that there
was no protest against it. As a text, the discourse
of ngingetin duen desa meant preservation of
what was owned by the traditional village, and,
as a policy, it meant not allowing constructing
a church in the land which belonged to
Pakuseba traditional village.
The discourse of Christian cemetery
and the discourse of karang desa (the land
belonging to the traditional village) appeared
after the religious conversion took place at
Pakuseba. By this discourse, the local people
did not allow the Christians to bury their dead
relatives in the cemetery which belonged to
Pakuseba Traditional Village. This also meant
that the local people did not allow the Christians
to occupy any land which belonged to the
traditional village. This discourse was opposed
by the Christians. Finally, it was decided that
the traditional village should prepare a plot of
land for the Christian cemetery. As texts, the
discourse of the Christian cemetery and the
discourse of karang desa (the land belonging
to the traditional village) meant that the
Christians were not allowed to bury their dead
relatives in the cemetery which belonged to the
traditional village of Pakuseba, to occupy the
karang desa; in the real context, the discourse
of the Christian Cemetery meant a defeat to
Hindus.
The discourse of Lembaga
Musyawarah Banjar ‘LMB’ Pakuseba was
realized in the form of an organization of the
community leaders which were supposed to
discuss every problem related to the banjar (the
smallest traditional neighborhood under a
traditional village). As a discourse, the
decisions made by the organization affected the
Christian community at Pakuseba, as almost
all the problems discussed were pertaining to
religious conversion. As a text, the discourse
of Lembaga Musyawarah Banjar meant
independence; however, as far as the context
of religious conversion was concerned, this
organization restricted the extension of
religious conversion from Hindus to Christians.
CONCLUSION
Based on what discussed above, several
conclusions could be drawn. There were a
number of discourses which had caused
religious conversion from Hindus to Christians
to take place at Pakuseba. The discourses of
the promised heaven, the power Jesus had, the
free of charge nine basic primary needs, the free
of charge health care, and the free of charge
education played important roles and led to
hegemony as far as the religious conversion
taking place at Pakuseba was concerned. There
were three factors which had led to religious
conversion from Hindus to Christians at
Pakuseba; they are a) I Jelih, as a missionary,
was responsible for the religious conversion
from Hindus to Christians; (b) I Jelih played
an important role in recruiting the agents that
were responsible for spreading Christianity;
those who were recruited were I Redung (RD),
I Pupul (PPL), and Sringanta (SRI). The drop-
outs were accommodated and sent to YASKI;
(c) economically weak children (the drop-outs)
were easily influenced to stay at YASKI
Klungkung. Here they were spiritually fostered
so that they understood what the Bible
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contained and finally they were ritually
baptized. Religious conversion from Hindus to
Christians positively and negatively affected the
people living at Pakuseba. Such impacts
included (a) social impact, (b) psychological
impact, and (c) spiritual impact.
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